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Inspire Wellbeing — Together

Influenza Screening & 
Immunization Orders 

Out With the Old….In With the New!

• Flu Season – October 1st thru March 31st

• ALL patients must be screened
• Quality measure

Influenza Vaccine Screening
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Influenza Vaccine Screening

• Screening will begin October 1st for new admissions only
• Patients who are in the hospital on October 1st who were 

admitted prior to October 1st (i.e. admitted September 30th) 
do not have to be screened

Why Do We Even Screen Our Patients?
• Joint Commission Core Measure
• Acute care patients age 6 months & older are screened for seasonal 

influenza immunization status & vaccinated prior to discharge if 
indicated

• Documentation (allowable values) required to meet core measure:
• Patient offered & receives vaccine
• Patient offered vaccine & refuses
• Patient has contraindications to vaccine
• Patient received vaccine prior to admission - during current flu season, but 

prior to this hospitalization
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Influenza Screening – The Old Way

In the past, a paper copy of the 
Influenza Screening & 

Immunization Order Form 
was completed for all patients 

admitted to the hospital.

Screening will now occur 
electronically…NO MORE 

PAPER FORMS!

Influenza Screening – The New Way
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When completing the 
admission history, influenza 

vaccine status MUST be 
acknowledged. 

Influenza Screening in the EMR

If Influenza Vaccine Status  is “Not Received” & Contraindications are “None”

OR
Influenza Vaccine Status  is “Unknown” & Contraindications are “None”

A task will fire to “Evaluate need for Influenza Vaccine”
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If the patient has not received the flu vaccine during the current flu season & they or 
their caregiver refuses the vaccine, or there are contraindications…no task will fire.  

• Task will be unscheduled
• It will be located at the bottom of your task list
• If this task is on your task list, you MUST go to the Nursing Protocol and order the “Influenza 

Immunization Order Set”
• Once you have placed the Influenza Order Set, you can “Done” the task

“Evaluate Need for Influenza Vaccine” Task 
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If the patient has not received the vaccine & agrees to get the vaccine, check the box for 
“Adult Influenza Immunization Order Set” in the Nursing Protocol Order Set

Influenza Immunization Order Set

Pediatric Influenza Immunization Order Set

For pediatric patients, a second 
screen will appear when you 

select PED – Pediatric Influenza 
Vaccine Order Set.                   

Check the appropriate box        
for the patient’s age.
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Initiate the Order
• Enter attending provider’s 

name 
• Select “Protocol/Standing 

Order”
• Click “OK”

Attending Provider

Influenza Immunization Order Set
FYI….

If the Nursing Protocol 
Order Set has already 

been initiated, click on the 
“lightbulbs” icon to  view 
the excluded components 

– this will allow you to 
order the Med-Adult 
Influenza Order Set
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MAR Summary

• Once Pharmacy receives & reviews 
the “electronic” order, they will add 
it to the patient’s MAR.  

• Vaccine will be scheduled to be 
given at 1000 the day following 
admission 

Evaluate Patient at the Time of Scheduled Administration 
• At the time of the scheduled administration, evaluate the patient for 

contraindications for vaccine administration. 
• Delay/defer the vaccine if:

 Patient has had a temperature of 101°F (38.3°C) or greater within the previous 8 hours
 Patient is in the Critical Care Unit 

• CCU Patients MAY receive vaccine if they have been afebrile within the 
previous 8 hours and:
 Have a pending transfer order to a lower level of care (med/surg or telemetry) – CCU 

should administer vaccine prior to transfer
 Patient is a direct discharge from CCU – administer vaccine prior to discharge
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“Hovering” the pointer 
over the medication 

will bring up the 
contraindications list.

“Hover to Discover”

Once you scan the  
vaccine vial, this 

screen appears…all 
areas in yellow are 

required fields.
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Select
“Not Qualified”

Do not look up the 
patient's insurance 

as this is not 
required for the 
reimbursement.

• For the “Statements” section,
select “influenza (inactivated)”.

• The date of the vaccine 
information sheet (VIS) will then 
automatically populate in  the 
“Published” field. 

Make sure the date on the vaccine information sheet you are giving the patient matches the 
date in the published field.  If it does not, you will need to print a new one.  
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• Go to Patient Education
• Search for Influenza 
• Select VIS – Influenza (Flu) 

Vaccine (Inactivated or 
Recombinant) – CDC 
08/07/2015 

To print a new Vaccine Information Sheet (VIS):

Published 
Date
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The “Given” date is the 
date the patient was given 

the Vaccine Information 
Sheet, NOT the date the 

vaccine was administered.

Select “Chart Done” 
to complete the task.  

This also charges     
for the actual 

administration of the        
vaccine by the nurse.  

Administration of Flu Vaccine Task 
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Fill out the blue   
Immunization 

Record          
card and give it 
to the patient.

It will automatically 
be charted in the 
Immunization 

Schedule 
section of the EMR.



9/23/2019

14

If There is a Delay in Administration…….. 

• If the vaccine is not administered 
at the scheduled time, LEAVE the 
medication order and the task -
DO NOT chart as “NOT DONE”

• Defer/delay vaccine until it is 
appropriate for administration

• Communicate reason 
deferred/delayed to charge RN 
and when giving shift report 

Reminder in Depart

• An “Immunizations” section has been 
added to the  Depart process to ensure 
the patient has been adequately screened 
and has received the influenza vaccine (if 
indicated)

• Click on the notepad to review the 
Immunizations power form completed on 
admission
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This patient has received 
the influenza vaccine.  
Make sure it is for the 
CURRENT flu season.

If the patient has NOT received 
the influenza vaccine & there 
are  no contraindications.  
• Order the Influenza Immunization 

Order Set
• Administer the vaccine before 

discharge
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If the influenza vaccine was 
administered during the current 

hospital stay, it will be listed 
under Immunizations on  the 

patient’s discharge paperwork.

Other Situations
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If it is not Flu Season 
(October 1st - March 31st),                           
select “Not within season” 

for contraindications.

Not Flu Season

OPS Nurse – Planned Admission

Patients that have a planned admission after 
surgery: 
• During the pre-admission visit, complete 

the immunizations section on the 
Admission History Adult power form

• If the patient has not received the vaccine 
& agrees to get the vaccine, order the 
“Adult Influenza Immunization Order Set” 
and put in a planned state
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To add the order:
• Click “Add” from the Orders/Plan of Care 

section of the menu
• In the search bar, start typing adult influenza
• Select the MED-Adult Influenza 

Immunization Order Set (if patient is ≤ 17 
yrs. old, select the PED –Pediatric Influenza 
Immunization Order Set)

OPS Nurse – Planned Admission (cont.)

Click “Plan for Later” then “Sign”

OPS Nurse – Planned Admission (cont.)
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• The order will display as “Planned” 
• Orders can be “planned” up to one 

week prior to the surgery date

OPS Nurse – Planned Admission (cont.)

Day of surgery:
• A discern message will pop-up 

when the chart is opened 
notifying the nurse of planned 
order set(s)

Inpatient Nurse – Planned Admission
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• Click on the planned order set to open
• Click on “Initiate Now” to initiate order
• The order will be sent to pharmacy for 

review – they will add the influenza virus 
vaccine to the patient’s MAR.

• “Administration of Flu Vaccine” task will 
fire 

• The vaccine will be administered by floor 
staff (will not be given in OR/PACU) prior 
to discharge

Inpatient Nurse – Planned Admission (cont.)

Outpatient Surgery – Planned for Discharge

Patients that have a plan for discharge after surgery: 
• During the pre-admission visit (PAT), the Adult 

Comprehensive Intake power form is completed
• Immunizations are not addressed, as it is not a 

required field 
• Flu vaccine WILL NOT be ordered for/administered 

to patients who are being discharged home the 
same day as their surgery 
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• If the patient has received 
the vaccine elsewhere, 
select “Received prior to 
admission, during current 
flu season”.

• A task will fire reminding 
you to document the 
vaccine.

Received Vaccine Outside of Hospital 

Once you have 
documented the 

influenza vaccine – right 
click and click “Done” to 

complete the task.

Received Vaccine Outside of Hospital 



9/23/2019

22

Documenting Flu Vaccine Received Outside of Hospital

• Go to the Immunization 
Schedule section of the 
menu

• Click on the + and select 
“Document History” 

• Click on  + Add Immunizations 
• Select Influenza
• Click Select (1) – the one 

indicates the number of 
immunizations you have 
selected
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Select the date format and add the 
administration date. The date format can be:

• Exact date
• Week of
• Month/Year
• Year

Select the source from the drop-down menu

Received Vaccine Outside of Hospital 

Select Flu Vaccine                                                    
or             

Influenza virus vaccine.  
Click Submit to document
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The record of  immunization 
will now appear in the 

patient’s Immunization 
Schedule

Questions???

For questions, feel free to reach out to:
• Pharmacy
• Cerner Clinical Help Line (704-929-3557)
• Your Clinical Educator


